
  anzamems conference  |  Mobility and Exchange  |  31

keynote speaker profile & abstract

PROFESSOR LORNA HUTSON, MERTON PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE, OXFORD UNIVERSITY

Sponsored by the Early Modern Women’s Research Network, University of Newcastle, with the support of  
the British Council of New Zealand

Mobile Nationalisms: Henry V and Scotland

Tuesday 7 February, 12.45pm 
RHLT1

Written at the time of the accession of a Scots king to the English throne, Henry V has been called a ‘succession 
play’. Yet although critics have discussed the play’s representation of Ireland and Wales, its representation 
of Scotland goes unmentioned. This paper shows that Henry V’s chronicle sources and dramatic precursors 
were profoundly engaged with England’s disputed claim to legal overlordship of Scotland, revived by England’s 
invasion of Scotland in the 1540s. Shakespeare’s effacing of the Scottish dimensions of his historical sources is 
consonant with the increasingly covert mobilisation of the overlordship claim in legal arguments over Scotland’s 
relation to England. It is also a triumph of the dramatic use of forensic rhetoric to shift legal questions of national 
sovereignty into apparently universal questions of inwardness, conscience and ‘character’. 

Lorna Hutson is Merton Professor of English Literature at Oxford University. Her research interests are in the 
relationship between literary form and the formal aspects of non-literary culture. Most recently, she has been 
interested in legal-literary relations (for example, in how legal techniques of proof can become, in fiction, modes 
of vividness). She currently holds a Leverhulme Major Research Fellowship for a project entitled Shakespeare’s 
Scotland, which looks at Anglo-Scots literary and legal imagining in the century leading up to Shakespeare’s great 
tragedies.

Lorna has written on Thomas Nashe (1989); on gender in sixteenth century English literature, The Usurer’s 
Daughter: Male Friendship and Fictions of Women in Sixteenth Century England (1994); on drama and 
participatory justice in The Invention of Suspicion (2007), which won the Roland Bainton Prize for Literature in 
2008, and on theatrical ‘unscene’ in Circumstantial Shakespeare (2015) based on the Oxford Wells Shakespeare 
Lectures, 2012. Edited collections include Feminism and Renaissance Studies (1999) and, with Victoria Kahn, 
Rhetoric and Law in Early Modern Europe (2001). For the Cambridge Complete Works of Ben Jonson (2012), 
she edited Jonson’s Discoveries (1641). Forthcoming is the Oxford Handbook of English Law and Literature, 
1500-1700.
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